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SAFETY PROMOTION NOTIGE

SUBJECT: GENERAL

ESPN-R publication: Risk mitigation for Maintenance Check Flight
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Airbus Helicopters would like to bring to the attention of the rotorcraft community the creation by the ESPN-R
(European Safety Promotion Network - Rotorcraft) of tools to support decision making with regards to Maintenance
Check Flights (MCF).

The ESPN-R Ops and SMS Team has developed a Maintenance Check Flight Manual and Risk Assessment
Guidelines to assist operators in the implementation of European MCF standard procedures and to suggest how to
set up and manage an MCF Program.

The ESPN-R MCF Manual is a comprehensive, ready-to-use manual that operators or maintenance organizations
can voluntarily adopt and customize. This Manual will help implement a good MCF organization and good
procedures. It includes an MCF form to be used by the CAMO, Certifying Staff and the MCF pilot to guide them
through suitable steps.

Link to MCF Manual

The ESPN-R MCF Risk Assessment Guidance suggests how to assess and mitigate MCF risks and helps defining
whether an MCF should be classified as Level A or Level B, based on the risk level of possible consequences
would the systems to check in flight fail.

LINK to Risk Assessment

Maintenance check flights bear an inherent higher risk exposure. A transversal team that includes considerations
from Continued Airworthiness, Operations and Maintenance is needed to prepare accordingly. While these are
referring to European regulations, Airbus Helicopters strongly recommends these benchmark practices for
worldwide use. Fly Safe!
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